Bear Dave, 


8 / 11/92 

A few bits before I go out for the papers. Before going iba the dentist's yesterday 

morning I drove til to Carmack's because, among other specials , they advertised water- 
melons for 81.99. When we loft I had no time to spare. Driving out the uphill entrance 

toward our side, to Wiliowdale Drive, there was a man holding a bitj. piece of cardboard 

on which he had lettered, "WORK FOR FOOD." I returned as soon as I could and he%3 still 
there, temperature over 90, no shade. I told him I'u pay him and feed him. This morning 
I see the family doctor to see if he thinks anything should be done about the lingering 
discharges from my he id and chest, no fever, no feeling of illness, but no end after more 
than a month. Then I have my six-months cheek with the cardiologist. And then I'll pick 
this guy up. How awful to have to offer labor for only food! And even worse, he was so 
long with nobody taking him up on it. I remember the Great Depression. I never went 
hungry but many did. Hen would steal a loaf of b -ead, get caught, find I have clear recol- 
lections of newspaper stories reporting 25-years sentences for it. In those day before 
supermarkets bread and milk were delivered early and left outside the small stores, called 
Mom and Fop find most were. A load of bread then wqs 7d. 25 years! When DJ borrowed me from 
the Senate fof the "Bloody u arlan" prosecution, .after we moved from //arlan town to the 
seat of the court, London, in Baurel bounty (population 1910 when federal court was not 

in session) among the local people I got to know was a man whoss father had started a 

* 

bank there . He stole from it wha in those days was a considerable sum, about 8250,000. 

He got caught, got prosecuted, got sentenced to three Jiears, and came out the richest man 
in town, just about or literally. . .When I needed a news suit, which meant when I had 
grown too large for the handmedowns of cousins, I'd save up until I had about $10.00. 

While saving I watched the Ffciia Evening Bulletin. I collected little items on merchants 
in a particular area, South Street, being arrested for fencing clothing. I'd go there by 
hitch-hiking, go to the highest floor, usually the thi±d, find the suit I wanted, ask how 
much, reply I had only $10,00 and when I was not given it would walk down each flight. Be- 
fore I got to the front door I got the suit. I got stuck only once, bn an overcoat... The 
grocer's profit on a 7-cent loaf of bread was one cent, find tliat was gross profit, tie paid 
si/cents for it. I know^ because before I was in high school if we ran out of bread I'd 
go ‘to a local bakery 5-6 blocu^away with my express wagon and return with the bread. Hot, 
wonderful aroma, unwrapped as all then was. . . .when <fur customers lost their jobs my father 
let them have the food they needed. I-luch was never paid back. And I'm sure he was not alone 
among small grocers in feeding people who could not repay liim. x 'his meant he could not pay 
some of his bills. After he died we eventually paid them all off... My first job in Wash- 
ington was at $1440 a year, $60 every two weeks. jjT sent a tliird of it home. (He had died 
before then.) This meant I was often short on money for food and although I co$jLd then get 

an ample breakfast for 200!!! sometimes, that wqs more than 1 could afford. Bernarr (right) 
McFadden, a physical culturalist and health-food nut, had a series of small storefront 



c. 


restaurants along the east coast. Food was in pennies, odd things that were healthful. 

He was the publisher of a very popular mass .'circulation weekly magazine, "Liberty." 

Sold for a nickel. If I wont without breakfast I gto enough for supper for a dime.... 

As some of my friends went to Washington seeking government jobs ( and it I took some 
down and got them started, often telling them where they could get jobs) we got together, 
four of us, and had no trouble getting four-room apartments in pet apartment houses for 
$60,00 a month. Once they moved while I was in u hio investigating some labor-psy detective 
agencies and qnti-labot activities in the rubber industry (i brought Hilliio N-nowlton to If 
light and almost got fired over it!) find when I got back unexpectedly they had moved and 
I had no idea to where! I got to Washington on a Saturday morning with the assignment of 
preparing the brief, as it ^|_ls called, the case, with questions on one side of a legal- 
sized folders, the documents on the other because we did the work, not the Senators. It was 
our first public hearing, make-or-break, and although I was past 21 , I^iad not been able to 
cast my first vot^> What sleep I got I got on a Senate sofa. I'd gotten one of my friends 
a job with our committee and when by accident he came in that Sunday it learned where I then 
lived. But not being there when they moved I wound up with the sofa in the living room. One 
of the fellows had taken his brother in and he wqs without work so he could not pay. Not 
long ago that fellow, a musician, retired as heqd of a conservatory in San ^rancisco. He 
was so well liked in honor of his sev^ice and to nark his retirement a^hcolarship fund of 
a half -million was collected, pother of ray then friends I wq,s later able to 
refer to a college facjilty member who had been a good friend and was then the head man 
m the DMaware social-service agency, rpplaced my friend when he retired. % friend was 
of all things a dentist who had been an All/iierican football, player at Penn in 1898. Buck 
Wharton. We took in the firjaee of a girl who had been out'* friend, -^ast I heard of him he 
was a multimillionaire in Chicago. I got him the only job he had until after he was sent 
to Chicago on it he entered private practise... After I met Lil and after we left that 
apartment the next time I was there, in the same apartment, was for a party for Richard Iff 
weight, whose Native Son had jusT been published. The divorced wife of a friend held the 
small party for him and she'd actually moved into out old apartment. ...Of the others I 
took in, then and when I had my own apartment, one wrfet on to become manager of the 
National Symphony, another produced the MacBeth that won an Emmy for NBC-TV. ...The 
cardboard, tin and scrap wood shacks unemployed men built on the edgs of cities were 
called Tooner/villes , " after a comic strip with a famous trolley.... It was a very difficult 
time with these major differences: FLU was a President who cared and who tried; the people 
had confidence and faith him him. and he did put people to work, almost all useful work. 

...We all did much walking then. 1/hen my soles wore out if I did not have a dollar, the cost 
then of leather half-soles, 1'cjise newspaper and cardboard inside the shoe. Everybody did, 

Later I bought rubber stickon soles for 200. Came with cement, and putting them on new shoes 
kept th doles from wearing out. Used to put our heels on, too. Quarter for them in 5 gnrf lOs. 



